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Fondly,

Teri A. Murray, (’79, ’93, ’97) Ph.D., A.P.H.N.-B.C., R.N., F.A.A.N. 
Dean, Saint Louis University School of Nursing 

Welcome to the latest edition of Cura Personalis. This has been an exciting year. We are 
privileged that Dr. Nancy Brickhouse joined Saint Louis University as the new provost. Dr. 
Brickhouse has spent more than 27 years in higher education at the University of Delaware 
where she held several leadership roles, including deputy provost for academic affairs, deputy 
dean of the College of Education and Human Development, and director of the School of 
Education. An internationally known researcher, she was an investigator on more than $10 
million in funded projects. As SLU's chief academic officer, Dr. Brickhouse oversees most of 
the University's educational, research and enrollment efforts. We welcome her vision for the 
academic units of Saint Louis University, specifically nursing. 

I’m also pleased to share with you that our scheduled Commission on Collegiate Nursing 
Education accreditation visit was quite successful. The School received the full 10-year 
accreditation. We continue to have a robust enrollment and exceptionally high nurse licensure 
and certification pass rates, exceeding the state and national means.

This issue of Cura Personalis focuses on two initiatives from Saint Louis University’s new 



Verna Hendricks-Ferguson, Ph.D. 
R.N., associate professor of nurs-







ADVICE  
from School of Nursing alumni entrepreneurs  

to future entrepreneurs



Joan E. Dodgson, Ph.D., M.P.H., R.N., F.A.A.N., has enjoyed her share of accolades. She 
was elected to the American Academy of Nursing and chairs the organization’s expert panel 
on breastfeeding. She was selected as the editor-in-chief of the Journal of Human Lactation, 
the premier global lactation research journal, and she is a March of Dimes Research Nurse of 
the Year nominee.

Dodgson said she is especially proud, however, of being chosen as the inaugural holder of the 
Patricia and James E. Hemak Endowed Professorship in Maternal Child Health at the Saint Louis 
University School of Nursing. 

Dodgson joined the School of Nursing in January 2016 from Arizona State University, where she 
had been an associate professor for the past six years. She developed and directed the school’s 
Master of Public Health program and created academic and continuing education lactation courses 
for health care providers. 

Dodgson is an internationally known expert on 
breastfeeding and a prolific NIH-funded researcher 
in the areas of breastfeeding across cultures and 



logical perspective on care. To deliver health 
care, we learned to do a lot with the limited 
supplies at hand; it was community-based 
health care and that appealed to me – still 
does to this day.

CONTINUING TO CARE
I have an ongoing association and interest 
in Cambodia. Since my initial visit in 1979 



it seems as though they’re on the 
quiet side, you can tell they have 



MELISSA EDWARDS has focused her career on 



Benz, Margaret R., Assistant Professor
Koetting, C., L’ecuyer, K., & Benz, M. 
(2014). Nurse practitioner student 
preceptor orientation via a Wiki. Journal 
of Nursing Education and Practice, 5(2), 
p124.

Bertram, Julie E., Instructor
McMillen, J. C., Narendorf, S. C., 
Robinson, D., Havlicek, J., Fedoravicius, 
N., Bertram, J., & McNelly, D. (2015). 
Development and piloting of a treatment 
foster care program for older youth 
with psychiatric problems. Child and 
adolescent psychiatry and mental health, 
9(1), 1-13.
Bertram, J. E. (2014). Obsessive 
Compulsive Disorders. Clinical Consult 
to Psychiatric Nursing for Advanced 
Practice. 11 West 42nd Street, New York, 
NY 10036: Springer Publishing / Demos 
Medical Publishing.

Bultas, Margaret W., Assistant Professor
McMillin, S. E., Bultas, M. W., Zander, 
T., Wilmott, J., Underwood, S., Broom, 
M. A., & Zand, D. H. (2015). The role of 
maternal knowledge of child development 
in predicting risk for child maltreatment. 
Clinical pediatrics.
McMillin, S. E., Bultas, M. W., Wilmott, 
J., Grafeman, S., & Zand, D. H. (2015). 
Rapid-Response Parenting Intervention 
in Diagnostic Centers as a Patient-
Centered Innovation for Autism 
Spectrum Disorders. Journal of autism 
and developmental disorders, 45(1), 
269-271.
McMillin, S. E., Hall, L., Bultas, M. W., 
Grafeman, S. E., Wilmott, J., Maxim, 
R., & Zand, D. H. (2015). Knowledge 
of Child Development as a Predictor of 
Mother-Child Play Interactions. Clinical 
pediatrics.
Bultas, M. W., & Pohlman, S. (2014). 
Silver Linings. Journal of pediatric nursing, 
29(6), 596-605.

Cuvar, Karen, Associate Professor
Meyer, G., Moran, V., Cuvar, K., & 
Carlson, J. H. (2014). State Boards 
of Nursing and the Bridge to Quality. 
Journal of Nursing Education, 53(7), 
379-386.

Fuller, Kelli M., Assistant Professor
Fuller, K. (2015). A 65-Year-Old With 
Constipation, Abdominal Bloating, 
and Weight Loss. The Journal for Nurse 
Practitioners, 11(5), 567-569.

The publications of the School of Nursing Faculty
shelf LIFE

Moore, K. S.; Fuller, K.; Thanavaro, 
J. (2015). Using ATP IV Guidance to 
Predict and Manage CVD: Primary and 
Secondary Prevention of Atherosclerotic 
CVD Depends Largely on Control of 
Hyperlipidemia, as an Updated Guideline 
Addresses. Clinical Advisor. 
Fuller, K. (2014). Diagnosing 
Gallbladder Cancer. The Journal for Nurse 
Practitioners, 10(10), 868-869.

Hendricks-Ferguson, Verna L., Associate 
Professor
Hendricks-Ferguson, V. L., Kane, J. R., 
Pradhan, K. R., Shih, C. S., Gauvain, K. 
M., Baker, J. N., & Haase, J. E. (2015). 
Evaluation of Physician and Nurse Dyad 
Training Procedures to Deliver a Palliative 
and End-of-Life Communication 
Intervention to Parents of Children 
with a Brain Tumor. Journal of Pediatric 
Oncology Nursing.
Hendricks-Ferguson, V. L., Sawin, K. J., 
Montgomery, K., Dupree, C., Phillips-
Salimi, C. R., Carr, B., & Haase, J. E. 
(2015). Novice nurses’ experiences with 
palliative and end-of-life communication. 
Journal of Pediatric Oncology Nursing.
Montgomery, K., Sawin, K. J., & 
Hendricks-Ferguson, V. L. (2015). 
Experiences of Pediatric Oncology 
Patients and Their Parents at End of Life 
A Systematic Review. Journal of Pediatric 
Oncology Nursing.
Madden, J. R., Northouse, B., Tong, 
S., Dorneman, L. A., Foreman, N. K., 
Rush, S. Z., & Hendricks-Ferguson, V. 
L. (2015). Benefits of Using an Early 
Palliative Care Intervention in Pediatric 
Oncology: Quality of Life and Cost 
Savings Related to Home Delivery of 
Cisplatin. Journal of Hospice & Palliative 
Nursing, 17(4), 319-324.
Hendricks-Ferguson, V. L. (2014). ONS 
Newsletter Article: Coordinator’s corner: 
Reflections on Congress (2nd ed., vol. 25, 
pp. 3-4). Oncology Nursing Society’s 
Home Care and Palliative Care SIG 
Newsletter. 
Hendricks-Ferguson, V. L. (2014). 
ONS Newsletter Article: Nurse-patient 
connectedness during palliative and 
hospice care. (2nd ed., vol. 25, pp. 3-4). 
Oncology Nursing Society’s Home Care 
and Palliative Care SIG Newsletter. 
Hendricks-Ferguson, V. L. (2014). 
Palliative Care for Pediatric Life 
Threatening Conditions. Hospice and 
Palliative Nursing Association.
Hendricks-Ferguson, V. L., Akard, T. 
F., Madden, J. R., Peters-Herron, A., 
& Levy, R. (2014). Contributions of 
Advanced Practice Nurses With a DNP 
Degree During Palliative and End-of-Life 
Care of Children With Cancer. Journal of 
Pediatric Oncology Nursing

Madden, J., Farro-Laco, M., Hendricks-
Ferguson, V., Freibert, S. (2014). 
Chapter 5: Palliative Care in Children 
with Brain Tumors. Palliaitive Care 
for Pediatric Life-Limiting Conditions. 
Philadelphia, PA: Hospice and Palliative 
Nursing Association.
Hendricks-Ferguson, V. L. (2014). ONS 
Newsletter Article: Family Caregiver 
Stressors and Challenges during the 
Palliative and End-of-Life Care of Family 
Members with Cancer (3rd ed., vol. 25, 
pp. 2-4). Oncology Nursing Society’s 
Home Care and Palliative Care SIG 
Newsletter. 
Ferguson, V. L. (2014). Palliative Care 
for Pediatric Life Threatening Conditions. 
Pittsburgh, PA: Hospice and Palliative 
Care Nursing Association.

Koetting, Cathy W., Assistant Professor
Koetting, C. (2015). Caregiver-
fabricated illness in a child. Journal of 
Forensic Nursing, 11(2), 114-117.
Koetting, C., L’ecuyer, K., & Benz, M. 
(2014). Nurse practitioner student 
preceptor orientation via a Wiki. Journal 
of Nursing Education and Practice, 5(2), 
p124.

Krampe, Jean, Assistant Professor
Krampe, J., Wagner, J. M., Hawthorne, 
K., Sanazaro, D., Wong-Anuchit, C., 
Budhathoki, C., Lorenz, R. & Raaf, S. 
(2014). Does dance-based therapy 
increase gait speed in older adults 
with chronic lower extremity pain: A 
feasibility study. Geriatric Nursing, 35(5), 
339-344.
Palmer, J. L., Langan, J. C., Krampe, J., 
Krieger, M., Lorenz, R. A., Schneider, J. 
K., Smith, J.M. & Lach, H. W. (2014). 
A Model of Risk Reduction for Older 
Adults Vulnerable to Nursing Home 
Placement. Research and theory for nurs-
ing practice, 28(2), 162-192.

L’Ecuyer, Kristine M., Associate Professor
L’Ecuyer, K. M., Pole, D., & Leander, 
S. A. (2015). The Use of PBL in an 
Interprofessional Education Course 
for Health Care Professional Students. 
Interdisciplinary Journal of Problem-Based 
Learning, 9(1), 6.
Koetting, C., L’ecuyer, K., & Benz, M. 
(2014). Nurse practitioner student 
preceptor orientation via a Wiki. Journal 
of Nursing Education and Practice, 5(2), 
p124.

Lach, H. W., L’Ecuyer, K. (2014). The 
Older Adult High-Acuity Patient. In K. 
D. Wagner & M. G. Hardin-Pierce (Eds.), 
High-Acuity Nursing. Upper Saddle River, 
New Jersey: Pearson.

Lach, Helen H., Associate Professor
Lach, H. W., L’Ecuyer, K. (2014). The 
Older Adult High-Acuity Patient. In K. 
D. Wagner & M. G. Hardin-Pierce (Eds.), 
High-Acuity Nursing. Upper Saddle River, 
New Jersey: Pearson.
House, T., & Lach, H. W. (2014). 
Advance directives in hospitalized 
patients: a retrospective cohort study. 
The Journal for Nurse Practitioners, 10(7), 
465-471.
Palmer, J. L., Lach, H. W., McGillick, J., 
Murphy-White, M., Carroll, M. B., & 
Armstrong, J. L. (2014). The Dementia 
Friendly Hospital Initiative education 
program for acute care nurses and staff. 
Journal of continuing education in nursing, 
45(9), 416-424.
LeRouge, C. M., Tao, D., Ohs, J., Lach, 
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