
Early Modern PhD Reading List 

  
ARTICLES: 
 
Jerry Bentley, “Cross-Cultural Interaction and Periodization in World History,” American 
Historical Review 101/3 (1996): 749–770. 
 
Sebastian Conrad, "Enlightenment in Global History: A Historiographical Critique." The 



 
Herman Bennet, African Kings and Black Slaves. Sovereignty and Dispossession in the Early 
Modern Atlantic (2018) 
 
Lauren Benton, A Search for Sovereignty: Law and Geographies in European Empires, 1400-
1900 (2009) 

Francisco Bethencourt, The Inquisition: A Global History, 1478-1834 (2009) 

Ann Blair, Too Much to Know. Managing Scholarly Information Before the Modern Age (2010) 

Fernando Bouza, Pedro Cardim, and Antonio Feros, eds., The Iberian World 1450-1820 (2020) 
  
Thomas Brady, Heiko Oberman, and James Tracy eds. Handbook of European History, 2 vols 
(1994) 
  
Fernand Braudel, The Mediterranean and the Mediterranean World in the Age of Philip II (1995) 
 
Jerry Brotton, 



C. Scott Dixon and Beat Kümin eds., Interpreting Early Modern Europe (2020) 
  
Eric Dursteler, Renegade Women: Gender, Identity, and Boundaries in the Early Modern 
Mediterranean (2011) 
 
Norbert Elias, The Court Society (1969, trans. 1983) 
  
J.H. Elliot, Empires of the Atlantic World (2006) 

Caroline Finkel, 



 Margaret Merserve, Empires of Islam in Renaissance Europe (2008) 

Anthony Pagden, The Fall of Natural Man (1982) 

Gabriel Paquette, The European Seaborne Empires. From the Thirty Years’ War to the Age of 
Revolution (2019) 

Charles Parker, Global Interactions in the Early Modern Age, 1400-1800 (2010) 

 Geoffrey Parker, The Military Revolution: Military Innovation and the Rise of the West, 1500-
1800 (1988) 
 
Sue Peabody, There Are No Slaves in France: The Political Culture of Race and Slavery in the 
Ancien Régime (1996)  
 
Andrew Pettegree, The Book in the Renaissance (2010) 
 
Kenneth Pomeranz, The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the Making of the World 
Economy (2000) 
 
Paolo Prodi, The Papal Prince. One Body and Two Souls: The Papal Monarchy in Early Modern 
Europe (1987) 

John Richards, The Unending Frontier: An Environmental History of the Early Modern World 
(2003) 

Patricia Seed, Ceremonies of Possession (1995) 
  
Stuart Schwartz, All can be Saved: Religious Tolerance and Salvation in the Atlantic 
World  (2008) 
  
Steven Shapin and Simon Schaffer, Leviathan and the Air Pump: Hobbes, Boyle, and the 
Experimental Life (1985, 2011 re-edition) 
 
 Quentin Skinner, The Foundations of Modern Political Thought, Cambridge (1978) 
 
Rebecca Spang, Stuff and Money in the Time of the 



  
 Filippo De Vivo, Information and Communication in Early Modern Venice (2010) 

Garthine Walker (ed.), Writing Early Modern History (2005) 

Merry Wiesner-Hanks, Women and Gender in Early Modern Europe (1993) 
 

 

  
 
  
 
 


